Faculty Bulletin #__:    Differentiated Instruction

Dear Colleagues:

         Throughout your professional development, you have read and discussed the many different ways students learn. In order to meet the needs of all learners, incorporate the concept of “multiple intelligences,” we need to look more closely at differentiated instruction.  Model workshops during our staff development workshops will follow. 

                CHARACTERISTICS OF A DIFFERENTIATED CLASS

· Teachers provide varied learning options so that students have the opportunity to explore concepts through a variety of avenues and approaches. For example, a group of students may explore the American Revolution by investigating heroes. Some may place themselves back in time and write stories about their lives during the Revolutionary war; another may explore the impact of the Revolutionary period upon science.

· On-going assessment of students’ growth, providing support when students need additional instruction and guidance, AIS, and extending student exploration when some students are prepared to move ahead. 

· Flexible grouping is consistently used. Students may work alone, in pairs, sometimes in groups, and whole-group instruction may be used for introducing new concepts and modeling, as well as sharing outcomes. Tasks may be readiness-based, interest-based, constructed to match learning styles, or a combination of all three.

· Students are active explorers with teachers who guide their journeys. Varied activities should be student-centeredness, so that students have ownership of their tasks. At the same time, students become responsible for their own work and are held accountable. 

                                                                                             Very truly yours,       
